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THE FIRST COINS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


- 


Tue following article is compiled from Mr. S. S. Crosby's valuable work entitled ‘‘ The 
Early Coins of America,” and we are under renewed obligations to that gentleman for the use of 
the cuts illustrating it. In this time of Centennials, we think it will be of special interest to the 
readers of the Yournal of Numismatics. —{ Eps. 


Tue “Fugios” were the earliest coins issued by the authority of the 
United States. The records relating to them are very meagre, and the papers 
therein referred to cannot now be found. ‘The entries in the Journal of 
Congress contain all the information that Mr. Crosby could procure regarding 
the proceedings of the authorities in relation to this coinage :— 

April 21, 1787, a Committee to whom was referred a report of the Board 
of Treasury on certain proposals for coining copper reported that the board 
‘be authorized to contract for three hundred tons of copper coin of the federal 
standard, agreeably to the proposition of Mr. James Jarvis, provided that the 
premium to be allowed to the United States on the amount of copper coin 
contracted for be not less than fifteen per cent. That it be coined at the 
expense of the contractor, but under the inspection of an officer appointed and 
paid by the United States.” ° * ° ° - 

Provision was also made that any profit which the Government might 
derive from this coinage, should be applied towards the reduction of its debt. 

July 6, 1787, it was “ Resolved, That the Board of Treasury direct the 
contractor for the copper coinage to stamp on one side of each piece the fol- 
lowing device, viz.: thirteen circles linked together, a small circle in the 
middle, with the words ‘ United States,’ round it ; and in the centre the words 
‘We are one ;’ on the other side of the same piece the following device, viz. : 
a dial with the hours expressed on the face of it; a meridian sun above, on 
one side of which is to be the word ‘Fugio,’ and on the other the year in 
figures ‘1787’ below the dial, the words ‘ Mind your Business.’ ” 

September 30, 1788, a Committee having been appointed to inquire into 
the department of finance, reported as follows :— 

“There are two contracts made by the Board of Treasury with James 
Jarvis, the one for coining three hundred tons of copper of the federal standard, 
to be loaned to the United States, together with an additional quantity of 
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forty-five tons, which he was to pay as a premium to the United States for the 
privilege of coining ; no part of the contract hath been fulfilled. * ° 

It does not appear to your Committee that the Board were authorized to con- 
tract for the privilege of coining forty-five tons as a premium, exclusive of the 
three hundred mentioned in the Act of Congress. 

“ The other contract with said Jarvis is for the sale of a quantity of copper, 
amounting, as per account, to 71,174 pounds ; this the said Jarvis has received 
at the stipulated price of eleven pence farthing, sterling, per pound, which he 
contracted to pay in copper coin, of the federal standard, on or before the last 
day of August, 1788, now past; of which but a small part has been received.” 

We are left in ignorance as to the quantity of coin struck, and the date 
and manner of settlement with the contractor. If we may judge from the 
number of dies, and the plentiful supply of specimens still found, a large 
quantity must have been issued, and it may be that the whole of the contracts 
were fulfilled. The design of the coins is as ordered July 6, 1787. 


OBVERSE. 
Device,—Thirteen rings linked regularly, forming an endless chain. 
Legend,—vuNITED * STATES # on a small circular label around the centre. 


Centre,—WE ARE ONE 
REVERSE. 


Device,—A sun-dial, the sun shining upon it from above. 

Legend,—* FUGIO.® #1787 ® 

In exergue,—MIND YOUR BUSINESS 

Borders,—Milled. Edge,—Plain. 

Size,—173 to 18. Weight,—126 to 178 grains. [See Figures 1 and 2.] 


We find impressions from no less than twenty-seven obverse, and twenty- 
four reverse dies, which differ, in most instances, very slightly. The most 
prominent points of variation in the obverses are to be found in the order of 
the words UNITED sTaTEs, which are often transposed to sTATES UNITED. In 
one die, from which we know of but three impressions, UNITED is above, and 
sTaTEs below, and in another these words are separated by two stars of eight. 
The words WE ARE ONE also vary considerably in position, and in the spacing 
of the letters. The variations of the reverses are in the different punctuations 
of the legend, in the punctuation of the motto, MIND YOUR BUSINESS, (which on 
some specimens has five diamond-shaped dashes, on others, four, and on 
others, none, while one die has two light dashes, and a point;) and in the 
sun's rays, which in some dies are very heavy, and are known as “ club rays.” 
Figure 1 shows the rings struck through from the obverse : this is often seen, 
and on some, the impression of the reverse is visible on the obverse. 

There are, besides the regular issue of these coins, other pieces of the 
same general character, supposed to be patterns, which will next be described. 
OBVERSE, NO. 1. 

Device,—Thirteen rings linked alternately, a mullet within each. 

Legend,—vuniTEp # states # The label bearing this legend is on a large, 
open star, of thirteen triangular points. 

Centre,—WE ARE ONE 

OBVERSE, NO. 2. 
Device,—Thirteen rings linked regularly, each bearing the name of a State. 
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Legend,—aMERICAN + CONGRESS-+ on a small circular label. 
Centre,—An eye. 
A glory fills the space between the legend and the thirteen rings. | Fig. 3. | 


OBVERSE NO. 3. 

This is apparently the same die with the last, but without the eye in the 
centre. We can learn of but two impressions of each of these obverses : those 
of 1 and 2, one each in silver and copper, are owned by Mr. Bushnell, those 
of 3, both in copper, by Mr. Appleton, and Mr. Brevoort. | See Figure 4.] 

OBVERSE, NO. 4. 

We are informed by Mr. Bushnell that a variety exists with reverse A, 
as described below, but differing in the obverse, the rays of the glory ex- 
tending into the thirteen rings: this obverse is represented by Figure 5. 

Obverses 1, 2, 3, and 4, are found with reverse A. 

OBVERSE NO. 5. 

Device,—Thirteen rings linked alternately, a mullet within each: within 

the chain of rings, a large star of thirteen points, with an open centre. 
OBVERSE NO. 6. 

Device,—Thirteen rings linked regularly, each bearing the name of a State. 

Legend,—AMERICAN + CONGRESS on a small circular label. 

Centre,—WE ARE ONE 

A glory fills the space between the legend and the thirteen rings. 

REVERSE A. 
Device,—A sun-dial, the sun shining upon it from above. 


Field,—Plain. 


REVERSE B. 
Device,—A sun-dial, the sun shining upon it from above. 
Legend,— * FUGIO.® # 1787 © 
In exergue,— *MIND*YOUR* BUSINESS 


We have seen reverse B, combined with obverse No. 1, only in the cabi- 
net of Mr. Bushnell, who has a specimen in silver, and one in brass: with 
obverse No. 5, only in silver, in the cabinet of Mr. Brevoort. 

REVERSE C. 

Device,—A sun-dial, the sun shining upon it from above. 

Legend,—FuGio. 1787 @ 

In exergue,—MIND_YOUR— BUSINESS 

Reverse C is found with obverse No. 6 upon three specimens in copper, 
two of which are owned by Mr. Brevoort, the other by Mr. Bushnell: it is 
also found, both with the UNITED®*STATES*®, and STATES®UNITED® obverses, 
upon coins taken from circulation. All these pieces are of the usual size. 

Upon the coins found in circulation, with perhaps one exception, the 
rings on the obverse are laid as seen in the illustrations, which is the order we 
have termed “regular ;” in those described as linked “alternately,” every 
alternate ring overlaps those on each side of it. The re-strikes frequently 
seen, are of the latter style, and are from dies found in a store at New Haven, 
Connecticut, formerly occupied by Messrs. Broome and Platt. 

These coins have been known by various names, as “ Franklin,” “Sun 
Dial,” “ Ring,” and “ Mind your business” cents, and others. Mr. Bushnell 
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says :—‘ This coin is known as the Franklin Cent, but should properly 
be called the Rittenhouse Cent, if named after any individual * * * It was 
first coined in the city of New York. A number of sets of dies were made, 
and the piece was subsequently coined not merely in New York, but also in 
New Haven, Connecticut, in Rupert, Vermont, and other places. The dies 
were made by Abel Buel, of New Haven, and the coins were struck by 
means of a drop press.” 

There are pieces (probably patterns,) of similar character to these coins, 
usually called Continental Currency, of which Mr. Crosby gives the following 


description :— 
OBVERSE. 


Device,—Thirteen rings interlinked, each bearing the name of a State. 
Legend,—aMERICA* CONGRESS+ on a small label around the centre. 
Centre,—WE ARE ONE 

A glory fills the space between the legend and the thirteen rings. 


REVERSE. 
Device,—A sun-dial, the sun shining upon it from the upper left. 
In exergue,—MIND YOUR BUSINESS 
Near the sun, in the same circle, the word FuGIo 
Legend,—coNTINENTAL CURENCY 1776 around the whole. 
Borders,—Beaded. Edge,—Ornamented with leaf-work. Size,—25. 
Weight,—Silver, 378 grains. Tin, 258 grains. Brass, 224 grains. 


Impressions from these dies are usually found in tin. Mr. Parmelee has 


one struck in silver: it bears evidence of considerable wear from circulation. 
Mr. Brevoort has one struck in brass, (size 23,) reverse as just described, but 
the rings upon the obverse are beaded, instead of plain. Mr. Appleton has 
another, in brass, from the same dies, with the beads partly cut into lines; both 
these have a comma under the *_ This die was afterwards further altered, into 
the more common style described above. Another reverse similar to the 
above, has the legend CONTINENTAL CURRENCY Its obverse is the same with 
that of the preceding. 

The third obverse has the legend amMERICAN conGREss. In this, “N. 
HAMP’S” precedes ‘“ MAssAcHs””’ in the rings, thus differing from the other dies. 
Its reverse has the sun more nearly above the dial, and £ G FeciT (E G probably 
the initials of the die cutter,) in the inner circle, above the date. These pieces 
are not of extreme rarity, neither are they very common: the one most diff- 
cult to obtain, excepting those in silver and brass, (only one specimen of each 





1««TIn the year 1756, he (Rittenhouse, ) made an eight-day clock, * * * * over the dial- 
plate of which was engraven this mementory motto—Zempus fugit; and underneath, this blunt 
but too often necessary precept—Go about your business. 

‘*On one description of the Continental Bills of Credit, issued by Congress during the Ameri- 
can war, were represented a sun-dial and a meridian sun over it: above, the word ‘Fugio;’ and 
beneath, these words—‘ Mind your Business.’ And on the reverse of a copper one cent piece, 
struck in the year 1787, in pursuance of a resolve of Congress of the 6th of July in that year, are 
impressed the same device and mottoes as those last mentioned ; corresponding with those adopted 
by our Philosopher, when only twenty-four years of age. * ° 

‘*Tt may not be improper here to observe, that the various Pie Say affixed to the Pati Rie 
money, as it was called, were much admired for their appropriate significancy ; and that they were 
generally supposed to be the production of the late ingenious Judge Hopkinson, an intimate 
friend of Mr. Rittenhouse.”—Barion’s Memoirs of David Rittenhouse, p. 467. 
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is known,) is that last described. In Watson’s Chemical Essays, (Dublin, 
1791,) we find this mention of these pieces :— 


**The Congress in America had recourse to the same expedient; [the coinage of tin,] they 
coined several pieces of about an inch and a half in diameter, and of 240 grains in weight; on 
one side of which was inscribed in a circular ring near the edge—-Conftnenfal Currency, 1776—and 
within a ring a rising sun, with—/ugio—at the side of it, shining upon a dial, under which was— 
Mind your business. On the reverse were thirteen small circles joined together like the rings of a 
chain, on each of which was inscribed the name of some one of the thirteen States; on another 
circular ring, within these, was inscribed-—American Congress—and in the central space— We are 
one. I have been particular in the mention of this piece of money, because like the leaden money 
which was struck at Vienna, when that city was besieged by the Turks in 1529, it will soon become 
a great curiosity. I estimated the weight of a cubic foot of this Continental currency : it was equal 
to 7440 ounces ; this exceeds the weight of our best sort of pewter, and falls short of that of our 
worst ; I conjecture that the metal of the Continental currency consisted of 12 parts of tin and one 
of lead.” 


A description of two other patterns, the dies for which are supposed to have 
been engraved by Paul Revere, will complete this article. They are known 
as the Massachusetts Pine Tree Copper, and Halfpenny, both dated 1776. 


MASSACHUSETTS PINE TREE COPPER. 


OBVERSE. 
Device,—A Pine Tree, its trunk dividing the characters 1 c Lm 
Legend,—MassACHUSET TS STATE 
REVERSE. 

Device,—The goddess of liberty, seated upon a globe, facing left, support- 
ing with her left hand the staff of liberty, and holding the cap extended in her 
right hand. At her feet sits a dog. 

Legend,— LIBERTY AND VIRTUE 

In exergue,—1776 

Borders,—Milled. Edge,—Plain. Size,—20. Weight,-198 grains. | Fig. 7.] 


This probably unique piece, now in the collection of Mr. William S. 
Appleton, was formerly owned by Mr. J. Colburn, of Boston, who obtained it 
about 1852, from Mr. Edward W. Hooper, then a school-boy collector of coins. 
Mr. Hooper purchased it from a grocer at the northerly part of the city, who 
found it many years before while excavating on his premises, in the vicinity of 
Hull, or Charter Street, for the purpose of making an addition to his dwelling. 
He had long preserved it as a curiosity. 

We take this to be the first pattern for a Massachusetts Cent, and the 
characters upon the obverse to be abbreviations for ‘One Cent Lawful Money.” 
MASSACHUSETTS HALFPENNY. 

OBVERSE. 
Device,—Three heads combined, facing left, front, and right. 
Legend,—sTaTE OF MASSA: 3 D 

REVERSE. 

Device,—The goddess of liberty, facing right, resting against a globe. 
Her right hand supports the staff of liberty, in her left she holds the cap, and 
at her feet sits a dog. 

Legend,—GoDDEsS LIBERTY 

In exergue,—1776 

Borders and edge plain. Size,—15. Weight,—%31 grains. {Figure 8.] 
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This piece which has been known as the “ Janus Copper,” we think may 
more properly be called the Massachusetts Halfpenny. It has three heads 
combined, instead of two as in a Janus head. This device resembles the 
Brahma of Hindoo mythology, which represents the past, the present, and the 
future. The only specimen known of this curious pattern is in the collection 
of Mr. Matthew A. Stickney, and was found with an engraved piece and 
some proof impressions from plates for Continental paper money engraved by 
Paul Revere ; from this circumstance Mr. Stickney is inclined to the opinion 
that they were the work of that engraver. However this may be, the Pine 
Tree Cent, and this Halfpenny sufficiently resemble each other in their work- 
manship, to be considered the work of the same artist. They were probably 
private enterprises, as no mention of them is found upon any records. 





THE SWISS MEDAL OF AGASSIZ. 


[See Journal of Numismatics, Vol. IX., p. 59.] 


A DISTINGUISHED Swiss artist, F. Landry of Neuchatel, has lately finished 
a Medal of his former townsman, the late Professor Agassiz, which as a likeness 
is eminently successful, and as a work of art must take high rank among the 
works of modern Medal engravers. A specimen of it has been on exhibition 
at Messrs. Williams & Everett's, Boston, where the numerous friends of the 
late Professor will feel repaid by calling. It is hoped that a list of subscribers 
will be obtained sufficient to remunerate the artist in his undertaking. 

The Medal is of high relief and larger size than usual; the only other one 
struck in recent years of the same dimensions being that of Calvin for the third 
centenary of his death in 1864. A few words on the mode of producing a 
Medal of this kind may prove interesting to the reader, as they were to the 
writer when communicated by the artist. In the present case the latter had to 
work from photographs and plaster casts ; sittings by the living person are of 
course preferable when practicable. The first model or sketch is made of clay, 
of large size and cast in plaster. Then a careful copy of it is made in wax of 
the final size. Then the artist copies it laboriously in a piece of softened steel, 
by means of a variety of gravers, scrapers, and other tools. He works this in 
relief precisely as the Medal is to be. When this die is finished to his satis- 
faction, the steel is hardened and the relief imprinted on another disk of 
softened steel by a succession of blows, until every detail has been accurately 
reproduced. This second piece of steel is then case-hardened in its turn, and 
from it the Medals are struck. 

This process is not as simple in the case of a Medal of large size of bronze 
as for gold or silver coin, for that metal is harder, and the relief much higher. 
In this case a large handpress in Geneva was used, such as were used in the 
mints before steam power was introduced. The screw is moved by long hori- 
zontal levers heavily weighted at the ends. The flat bronze plate or disk being 
placed under the die, the workmen push the levers rapidly, the momentum of 
the weights giving great power to the blow of the die. This is repeated five 
or six times, after which the metal becomes brittle and incapable of receiving 
delicate impressions. It is therefore taken out and heated with charcoal to 
anneal it. The impression is still very imperfect, and the operation of stamping 
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and annealing has to be repeated in a case like the Agassiz Medal as many as 
sixty times before the impression is considered perfect. After that a chemical 
wash is applied to give the requisite color to the surface. 

Mr. Landry has in the opinion of connoisseurs been eminently successful 
in the technical part of his work, no less than in the likeness. The surface of 
the flesh, as distinguished from the texture of the clothing and the background, 
shows a delicacy which is rarely equalled. The dish-shaped field of the 
obverse is, we believe, an innovation, and a successful one, as in a proper light 
it gives a pleasing framework of light and shade. The reverse is a simple 
wreath of bays, of beautiful execution, enclosing an equally simple Latin motto, 
“ Vivo ingento, labore, scientia prestantissimo.” 

It may be added that Professor Agassiz’s family have expressed great 
satisfaction with this Medal, and have caused a bronze cast of the original large- 
size model to be made and presented to the parish of Motiers in Switzerland, 
together with a valuable collection of books for a village library, in acknowledg- 
ment of the tribute of the inhabitants in placing a commemorative tablet on 
the parsonage in which Agassiz was born.—Soston Transcript. 


ISSUES OF THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


{Continued from Vol. IX., page 89.] 





1823. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1822. 16. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1822. 21. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1822. 
from 1822. 17. 
Similar to 1822. 
Similar to 1822. 


Dime. 
Cent. 


12 
18. 


1824. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1823. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1821. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1823. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1823. 
Dime. Similar to 1823. 
1823. 12. 
Similar to 1823. 


16, 

12. 
21. 

17. 
Die altered from 
Cent. 18. 

1825. 

Half-eagle. Similar to 1824. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1824. 12. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1824. 21. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1824. 
Dime. Similar to 1824. 12. 
Cent. Similar to 1824. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1811. 


16, 


17. 


15. 


1826. 
Half-eagle. Similarto 1825. 16. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1825. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1825. 
Cent. Similarto 1825. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1825. 


12. 
21. 


15. 


Die altered | 


1827. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1826. 

| Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1826. 

Half-dollar. Similar to 1826. 

| Quarter-dollar. 

| Dime. 


16. 

12. 
21. 
Similar to 1825. 17. 
Similar to 1825. 12. 

Similar to 1826. 18. 


1828. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1827. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1827. 

| Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1827. 

| Dime. Similar to 1827. 12. 

| Cent. Similar to 1827. 18. 

| Half-cent. Similar to 1826.* 


16. 
21. 
17. 


| 
| Cent. 
| 
| 


15. 


1829. 
Half-eagle, two varieties. 

1. Similar to 1828. 16. 
2. Similar, but smaller. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1827, 
smaller, 12. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1828. 
Dime. Similar to 1828. 12. 
Half-dime. Similar, but smaller ; 

rev. §C. 10. 
| Cent. Similar to 1828. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1828. 15. 


15. 


but slightly 


21. 


at 


1830, 
| Half-eagle. Similar to 2 of 1829. 


| Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1829. 12. 


* One die has the error of twelve stars. 
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Half-dollar. Similar to 1829. 21. Half-dollar. Similar to 1834. 21. 
Dime. Similar to 1829. 12. Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1834. 15. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1829. Io. Dime. Similar to 1834. 12. 

Cent. Similar to 1829. 18. Half-dime. Similar to 1834. 10. 
Cent. Similar to 1834. 18. 

1831. Half-cent. Similar to 1834. 15. 


Half-eagle. Similar to 1830. 15. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1830. 12. 1836. 
Half-dollar, Similar to 1830. 21. Half-eagle. Similar to 1835. 14. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1828, but smaller; | Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1835. 11. 
E PLURIBUS UNUM on rey. is omitted. | Gold dollar; pattern. Obv. A cap, inscribed on 
15. the band LiperTy, surrounded by rays. 
Dime. Similar to 1830. 12. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; in a 
Half-dime. Similar to 1830. 10. palm branch bent toa wreath } ; below 
Cent. Similar to 1830. 18. 1836. 9. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1829. 15. | Silver dollar; patterns, two varieties. 
| 1. Obv. A seated figure of Liberty, holding 
1832. with left hand a pole and cap, and sup- 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1831. 15. porting with right the shield of U. S., 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1831. 12. across which is a ribbon inscribed 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1831. 21. | LIBERTY ; on the ground under her feet 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1831. 15. C. GOBRECHT. F. ; below 1836. 
Dime. Similar to 1831. 12. | Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; ONE 
Half-dime. Similar to 1831. 10. DOLLAR ; an eagle flying to left; in the 
Cent. Similar to 1831. 18. field twenty-six stars. 24. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1831. 15. 2. Similar, but c. GOBRECHT. F. is between 
the ground and date. 24. 
Half-dollar, two varieties. 
1833. 1. Similar to 1835. 21. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1832. 15. 2. Obv. Similar, but smaller. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1832. 12. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 50 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1832. 21. CENTS ; an eagle with wings displayed 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1832. 15. downwards, on his breast the shield of 
Dime. Similar to 1832. 12. U. S., in claws olive-branch and three 
Half-dime. Similar to 1832. 10. arrows. 19. 
Cent. Similar to 1832. 18. Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1835. 15. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1832. 15. Dime. Similar to 1835. 12. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1835. 10. 
1834. Two-cents ; pattern. Obv. UNITED STATES OF 


Half-eagle, two varieties. | AMERICA ; 1836; an eagle with wings 


1. Similar to 1833.15. displayed standing on clouds. 
2. Obv. Head to left, hair bound by a ribbon Rev. Two cents within a wreath of olive. 
round the forehead inscribed LIBERTY ; a3. 
around are thirteen stars, and below Cent. Similar to 1835. 18. 
1834. Half-cent. Similar to 1835. 15. 
Rev. Similar to 1, omitting £ PLURIBUS 
UNUM. 14, | 1837. 
Quarter-eagle, two varieties. Half-eagle. Similar to 1836. 14. 
4 a to 1833. 12. Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1836. 11. 
2. Similar to second half-eagle, with the pro- | Half-dollar. Similar to 2 of 1836. 109. 


per differences. 11. a ae 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1833. 21. > cage Similar to 1836. 15. 


Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1833. 15. 1. Similar to 1836.12. 


Dime. Similar to 1833. 12. 2. Obv. Similar to dollar of 1836, without c. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1833. _ ro. GOBRECHT, F, 


Cent. Similar to 1833. 18. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; within 
Half-cent. Similar to 1833. 15. a wreath of olive ONE DIME. I1. 
Half-dime, two types. 

nd 1835. 1. Similar to 1836. ro. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 2 of 1834. 14. 2. Similar to second dime, with Har for 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 2 of 1834. 11. ONE. I0. 
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Cent, two varieties. 
1. Similar to 1836. 18. 
2. Similar, but the hair is tied by a string of 
beads instead of acord. 18. 


1838. 
Obv. Head to left, hair tied behind bya 
string of beads, around the forehead a 
plain coronet inscribed LIBERrty ; around 
are thirteen stars, and below 1838. 


Eagle. 


Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ; at base | 
TEN D.; an eagle with wings displayed | 
upwards, on his breast the shield of | 


U. S., in claws olive-branch and three 
arrows. 17. 

Half-eagle. Similar to 1837. 14. 

Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1837. 11. 

Dollar; pattern. Obv. A seated figure of Lib- 
erty, holding with left hand a pole and 
cap, and supporting with right the 
shield of U. S., across which isa ribbon, 
inscribed LIBERTY ; around are thirteen 
stars, and below 1838. 

Rey. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 
DOLLAR ; an eagle flying to left. 

Half-dollar, two types. 

First type, three varieties. 

1. Obv. Similar to 1837.* 

Rev. Similar to 1837, with HALF DOL. in- 
stead of 50 CENTS. 19. 

2. Pattern. Obv. Head to left, hair loosely 
held by a ribbon, inscribed LiBerty, on 
forehead a diadem; at the sides are 
thirteen stars, and below 1838.+ 

Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; HALF 
DOLLAR ; an eagle with wings displayed 
downwards, no shield, in claws olive- 
branch and four arrows. 19. 

3. Pattern. Same obv. 

Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; HALF 
DOLLAR ; an eagle flying to left. 19. 

Second type, three varieties. 

4. Pattern. Obv. Similar to dollar, 
smaller. f 

Rev. As 2. 19. 

Pattern. Same obv. 

Rev. As 3. 19. 

Pattern. Same obv. 

Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; HALF 
DOL. ; an eagle rising with wings ex- 
panded, in claws olive-branch and six 
arrows. 19, 

Quarter-dollar, two types. 

1. Similar to 1837. 15. 

2. Obv. Similar to dollar. 

Rev. Similar to 1837, with QuaR. DOL. 
instead of 25. 15. 

Dime. Obv. Similar to dollar. 

Rev. Similar to 2 of 1837. 


ONE 
24. 


but 


Il. 


* This obverse, muled with reverse of 2, is in the Mint. 
+t This obverse, muled with reverse of 1, is in the Mint. 
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| Half-dime. Obv. Similar to dollar. 
Rev. Similar to 2 of 1837. 10. 
| Cent. Similar to 2 of 1837. 18. 
1839. 
Eagle. Similar to 1838. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar, with the proper differences 
of value. 14. 
| Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1838. 
| Dollar; pattern. Similar to 1828. 
| Half-dollar, two types. 
First type, two varieties. 
1. Similar to 1 of 1838. 19. 
2. Pattern. Obv. Head to right, hair tied be- 
hind by a cord, around the forehead a 
plain coronet inscribed LiBeRTY ; around 
are thirteen stars, and below 1839. 
Rev. Similarto 1. 19. 
Second type. 3. Obv. Similar to dollar. 
Rev. Similarto 1. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 2 of 1838. 15. 
Dime. Similar to 1838. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1838. 
Cent. Similar to 1838. 18. 


II. 
24. 


10, 


1840. 
Eagle. Similar to 1839. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1839. 14. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar, with the proper differ- 
ences of value. 11. 
Dollar. Obv. Similar to 1839. 

Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; ONE 
DOL. ; an eagle with wings displayed 
downwards, on breast theshield of U. S., 
in claws olive-branch and three arrows. 


24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 3 of 1839. 19. 


Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1839. 

Dime. Similar to 1839. 11. 

Half-dime. Similar to 1839. 

Cent. Similar to 1839. 18. 

Half-cent. Similar, with the proper differences 
of value. 14. 


15. 


10, 


1841. 
Eagle. Similar to 1840. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1840, 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1840. 
Dollar. Similar to 1840. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1840. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1840. 15. 
Dime. Similar to 1840. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1840. 
Cent. Similar to 1840. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1840. 


14. 
Il. 


10. 
14. 


1842. 


Eagle. Similar to 1841. 
Half-eagle. 


17. 
Similar to 1841. 





14. 


t This obverse, muled with reverse of 1, is in the Mint, and also 
exists, muled with reverse of 1837. 
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Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1841. 11. 
Dollar. Similar to 1841. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1841. 19. 


Quarter-dollar. Similarto 1841. 15. 


Dime. Similar to 1841. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1841. 10. 
Cent. Similar to 1841. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1841. 14. 


1843. 
Eagle. Similar to 1842. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1842. 14. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1842. 11. 
Dollar. Similar to 1842. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1842. 19. 


Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1842. 15. 


Dime. Similar to 1842. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1842. 10. 
Cent. Similar to 1842. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1842. 14. 


1844. 
Eagle. Similar to 1843. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1843. 14. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1843. 11. 
Dollar. Similar to 1843. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1843. 19. 


Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1843. 15. 


Dime. Similar to 1843. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1843. 10. 
Cent. Similar to 1843. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1843. 14. 


1845. 
Eagle. Similar to 1844. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1844. 14. 
Quarter-eagie. Similar to 1844. 11. 
Dollar. Similar to 1844. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1844. 19. 


Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1844. 15. 


Dime. Similar to 1844. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1844. 10. 
Cent. Similar to 1844. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1844. 14. 


1846. 
Eagle. Similar to 1845. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1845. 14. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1845. 11. 
Dollar. Similar to 1845. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1845. 19. 


Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1845. 15. 


Dime. Similar to 1845. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1845. 10. 
Cent. Similar to 1845. 18, 
Hlalf-cent. Similar to 1845. 14. 


1847. . 
Eagle. Similar to 1846, 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1846. 14. 





Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1846. 11. 
Dollar. Similar to 1846. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1846. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1846. 15. 
Dime. Similar to 1846. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1846. 10. 
Cent. Similar to 1846. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1846. 14. 


1848. 


Eagle. Similar to 1847. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1847. 14. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1847. 11. 
Dollar. Similar to 1847. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1847. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1847. 15. 
Dime. Similar to 1847. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1847. 10. 
Cent. Similarto 1847. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1847. 14. 


1849. 
Double-eagle; pattern. Obv. Head to left, 
hair tied behind, around the forehead 
a decorated coronet inscribed LIBERTY ; 
around are thirteen stars, and below 
1849. 
Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ; TWENTY 
p. ; an eagle displayed, his body cov- 
ered by the shield of U. S., in claws 
oliv -branch and three arrows, in beak 
an elaborate scroll inscribed & PLURIBUS 
unuM ; above the head is a circle of 
thirteen stars, and a curved line of rays 
extends from wing to wing. 21. 
Eagle. Similar to 1848. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1848. 14. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1848. 11. 
Gold dollar. Obv. Similar to double-eagle, 
without the date. 
Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; in an 
imperfect wreath of two olive branches 
tied by a bow 1 potztar 1849. 8. 
Silver dollar. Similar to 1848. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1848. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1848. 15. 
Dime. Similar to 1848. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1848. 10. 
Three cents ; patterns, two varieties. 
1. Obv. As half-dime. 
Rev. III. to. 
2. Same obv. 
Rev. 3. 10. 
Cent. Similar to 1848. 18. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1848. 14. 


1850, 
Double-eagle. Similar to 1849. 21. 
Eagle. Similar to 1849. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1849. 14. 





1875. ] 


Quarter-eagle. 
Gold dollar. 


Similar to 1849. 11. 

Similar to 1849. 8. 

Silver dollar. Similar to 1849. 24. 

Half-dollar. Similar to 1849. 19. 

Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1849. 15. 

Dime. — Similar to 1849. 11. 

Half-dime. Similar to 1849. 10. 

Three cents, pattern. Obv. A Liberty-cap, 
nearly surrounded by rays, and _ in- 
scribed on the turned-up edge Lipertry ; 
below 1850. 

Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; in a 
palm-branch bent to a wreath III. 9. 
Cent, two types. 
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Half-dime. Similar to 1850. 10. 

Three cents. Obv. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 
the shield of U. S. placed on a six- 
pointed star ; below 1851. 

Rev. III within a capital C; around are 
thirteen stars. 9. 
Cent, two types. 
1. Similar to 1 of 1850. 18. 
2. Pattern. Obv. Similar to quarter-dollar, 
but slightly smaller. 
Rev. { cent within a wreath of oak. 13. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1850. 14. 


1852. 


First type. 1. Similar to 1849. 18. 
Second type, patterns, two varieties. 
2. Obv. cent; 1850; at each side a flower. 

Rev. U S A; ONE TENTH SILVER. II. 

3. Obv. CENT ; ONE TENTH SILVER. 

Rey. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ; a wreath First type. 1. Similar to 1851. 8. 

f laurel, 11. Second type, patterns, two varieties. 
Both these pieces were struck solid, and 2. Obv. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 1852. 
also pierced at the centre. Rev. DoLar ; a half-wreath of olive. Io. 
Half-cent. Similar to 1849. 14. 3. Obv. us a 1852. 

Rev. As last. 10. 

Both these pieces are pierced at the centre, 
Silver dollar. Similar to 1851. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1851. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1851.15. 

Dime. Similarto 1851. 11. 

Half-dime. Similar to 1851. 10. 
Three cents. Similar to1851. 9. 
Cent. Similarto 1 of 1851. 18. 
15. Half-cent. Similar to 1851. 14. 


Double-eagle. Similar to 1851. 21. 
Eagle. Similarto 1851. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similarto 1851. 14. 
Quarter-eagle. Similarto 1851. 11. 
Gold dollar, two types. 


1851. 
Double-eagle. Similar to 1850. 21. 
Eagle. Similar to 1850. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1850. 14. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1850. 11. 
Gold dollar. Similar to 1850. 8. 
Silver dollar. Similar to 1850, 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1850. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1850. 
Dime. Similar to 1850, 11. 








A PERSIAN COLLECTOR—BRACTE. 


Editors Fournal of Numismatics : 

I senp the following Numismatic notes for your July number : 

And first, as to a recent visit here from a coin-collector extraordinary, 
Mirza Mohammed Ali, of Schiraz, probably the first Persian who has been in 
our Philadelphia Mint. He is a man of about fifty years, with long, thin hair, 
fine, intelligent features, and olive complexion ; polite and gentle in manners, 
and plainly dressed. He spoke German readily, to the gentleman who came 
with him; and also spoke French with ease, but English only a little. He 
told me he was acquainted with the Arabic and Turkish, and some other 
languages. He has been travelling for fifteen years, from one land to another. 
He carries with him a collection of rare coins, chiefly antique and mediaeval, 
in a wooden case small enough for the pocket. There were Greek, and Cufic, 
including a fine Haroun ; also, two lepta, which he said were found on the site 
of Solomon’s temple. 

Second, my friend Mickley has shown me a letter from his correspondent 
in Germany, Rev. J. Leitzmann, Lutheran pastor in Tunzenhausen, Saxony, a 
village so small that it has no place in our maps. Besides accumulating a 
large collection of ancient and mittelalter coins, he has a numismatic library of 
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eleven hundred volumes. He is well-known in Germany as a high authority in 
this line, and ought to be as well-known here. He is, perhaps, the only man 
who has gone fully into that curious specialty, the dvaktee,—silver coins of 
about the thirteenth century,—so thin that it is thought they were struck up 
with wooden dies. But, as the Royal Preacher said, “there is a time to build 
up, and a time to break down,” and at the ripe age of seventy-five, this learned 
and good man, with failing sight, thinks of parting with these peculiar treasures. 
For many years they must have afforded a valuable help and stimulus to his- 
torical research, and supplied him with a cheerful recreation. Still, most of us 
would hardly be willing to give house-room to so many books on one branch 
of science. W. E. D. 


Philadelphia. 


MEDIAEVAL AND MODERN COINS. 


Tue readers of the Yournal, of whom many have thanked us for placing before them the 
translation of Appel’s preface to his first volume in our April number, will gladly read that of the 
second and fourth volumes, published ten years later. For this we are indebted to another cor- 
respondent, (s. s. ) EDS. 


TranscaTion of Preface to the second volume of ‘‘Appel’s Repertorium Zur Munzkunde 
des Mittelalters und der neuern Zeit.” S. S. 


While I commit my second volume of the Catalogue of my collection of 
small coins and medals to the learned lovers of coins, I cannot forbear saying 
a few words upon a sentence in the Conversationsblatt of the year 1821. It 
is this :—‘ When will our antiquarian authors cease troubling themselves with 
fruitless discoveries of inanimate stones and worn out medals, and devote 
themselves, instead, to truly useful employments?’ 

The honorable author of this essay seems not to have a clear idea of the 
truly useful, else he would hardly have made such an observation. It has 
long been proved that coins and medals are the strongest vouchers of history ; 
that through them many a historical fact is impressed. with the stamp of truth, 
and it is truly to be regretted that the importance of Numismatics was under- 
stood too late, and thus many old German coins have been lost, a few of which, 
found afterwards, had become nearly illegible under the tooth of time, and 
therefore difficult to decipher. 

I was therefore in truth curious to learn what the author of the quota- 
tion meant by truly useful employments, and whether the now prevailing 
attempts at wit supply more really useful things than the tedious study of 
antiquity, which certainly is not fit for every one, and least of all for our 
numerous ever ready ‘ bookmakers,’ who are accustomed to launch an Opus- 
culum at least every month. For persons of that kind I do not write, and beg 
my readers’ pardon if I have somewhat wearied them with the subject. The 
intention which | had in publishing the first volume of this work remains the 
same in the second and other remaining portions, namely, to show those 
interested in coins, whose number has increased so much in our times, what I 
have gathered during thirty years of untold labor and much expense. 

I continue to observe the alphabetical order and to give it preference 
over the geographical, since the former is best calculated for seeking and 
quickly finding coins. I flatter myself that this Catalogue will furnish a not 
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inconsiderable contribution to the knowledge of the coins of the middle ages 
and modern times, as here may be found a great number of coins for which 
one might search in vain in all the books of coins thus far published, and 
may prove important material to the numismatist who hereafter may have 
knowledge and leisure to publish a systematic work on modern numismatics, 
of which there is certainly a great want felt by those interested in this species 
of coins. 


Preface to the Fourth Volume, First Part, ‘‘Coins of Republics, Cities, Districts,” &c. &c. :— 


Among the remarkable manifestations in which our time is so rich, is 
that interest in collecting coins, which is so widely extended in the educated 
classes, especially those which relate directly to our present social condition. It 
would be difficult to find a considerable city in the civilized countries of Europe, 
where no collections, or at least, friends of the science, are not found. Is it 
not worth while to discover the cause and detect the reason of the origin and 
growth of this tendency? According to my judgment it may be explained in 
a measure, as follows :— 

In the first place, the critical spirit of our times, in history as well as all 
that is worth knowing, has reached a high standard. Several distinguished 
writers in this branch, have left the beaten track of perpetual imitation, to deal 
with truth. They investigate anew from existing sources, each historical event 
and each important epoch with which their pens are engaged. No careful 
investigation of former manners, customs, peculiarities of language, is too 
difficult, no review of the records of the time is too wearisome for them, if they 
can only elucidate their subject in a satisfactory manner. In the course of this 
unwearied investigation, they naturally came upon the coins of the different 
periods, which answered as still existing evidences with which they might 
enhance the coloring of their pictures and sometimes confirm their opinions. 
Among others, our worthy Raumer, in his history of the Hohenstaufens, has 
known how to use them ingeniously, and such a man is sufficient of himself 
alone, to inspire new activity with regard to numismatics. 

Secondly. Many men of education and acknowledged learning, have, for 
the last fifteen years especially, devoted their fixed attention and diligent 
inquiry to this special branch of coins alone, and by this means, at first a few 
and soon more, wére attracted to like studies. 

Thirdly. Medals were made during the last ten years of the past and the 
first ten years of the present century, principally in France, which in respect 
to varied device, correct taste, and careful execution, approach, in some 
measure, those of the Trajan epoch and that of the Antonines. The true and 
the beautiful never loses its purpose among the educated classes. These pieces 
were eagerly sought after and placed in order, according to date, and thus the 
desire arose to obtain those of older date, partly to show their similarity and 
partly to judge of the progress of art. Nevertheless, the latter, in spite of 
their defects, always show a certain superiority to those of previous times, and 
thus one is drawn by degrees to the coins of the dark middle ages, and when 
he at length arrives at the dawn of modern numismatics, an especially alluring 
view opens to the friend of history. 

Fourthly. ‘the coins of the middle ages more especially, offer to the 
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thorough investigator a result which will be its own reward, since, even with 
the best knowledge of Latin, they are more difficult to interpret than later 
coins. This is partly owing to their confused and partly to their improperly 
omitted letters ; also, to the disfigurement of the words, from the ignorance of 
the engraver, from the omission of vowels, from incorrect spelling, and from 
the use of initial letters alone. Sometimes time has obliterated half the legend, 
or names appear of which history makes not the least mention. All these 
together put the desire for knowledge to a hard test, and it is found necessary 
to consult books which have perhaps lain for centuries in the dust of large 
libraries, but thus one often falls upon the names of persons and facts, the 
existence of which the living world has scarcely imagined. Does this seem a 
small gain from an irregular silver coin? Can one be accused of dealing with 
trifles, who, like our learned Mader, wrote concerning the coins of the middle 
ages, and stimulated the desire for their investigation ? 

Would that some of the just mentioned motives, or others which have 
been hinted at in the first volume of this work, might occasion an increase of 
this taste. It gains each year in strength, and even degenerates into a passion 
with youth of ardent imagination, which never adds to the true advantage of 
science. It is to be regretted that thus a large field is afforded to the ava- 
ricious and to competitors. And the origin of another evil can also be ascribed 
to this,—I mean the counterfeiting which has become so common of late. 
How vexatious it is to see the nets of fraud spread on every side, and in every 
innocently beautiful flower to find the worms which destroy its beauty. Thus 
one is deeply inspired with the wish that all the contrivances of insatiable 
avarice were made known, in order that history and chronology, to which 
the knowledge of coins is especially valuable, may not suffer thereby. This 
appears in this fourth volume, which treats of the coins of cities, in detail. 

It cannot be denied that the commemorative coins of cities have not the 
same charm as others. They usually have stiff outlines, faulty designs, repe- 
titions of well-known sayings, doubtful chronography and unimportant words 
occupying much space. They relate to persons and events of little importance, 
and these unmistakable faults are the cause of this branch of modern numis- 
matics being so little esteemed by lovers of coins. However, a very different 
view is afforded, if they are regarded, not for their artistic merit, but for their 
historical value, as independent towns have their annals as well as great king- 
doms. The causes of their origin, their commerce, their prosperity, and finally 
of their impoverishment, are all corroborated on such coins. When coins, 
hidden in the dust of cities which have passed away many years ago, as those 
of Sybaris, Thurium, Terina, and others, are highly prized, why should those 
of cities whose glory we have seen depart almost under our own eyes, be less 
worthy of our notice? Not less interesting are the coins of those cities where 
a discovery has been made which has had a direct influence in enlarging our 
knowledge and occasioned changes of which no trace was found in ancient 
times, or of those which were the birthplace of celebrated men. Who sees a 
coin of old and once justly proud Genoa, without thinking of Columbus? So 
also with the periods which make a city especially remarkable. Those medals 
of our day, issued at or having a reference to Frejus or Pilnitz, are connected 
with a course of thought which must interest every one to whom the fate of 
mankind is no empty speculation. 
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How important, finally, are the coins called out by distress. These 
pieces, of little real value, are made in great haste, yet afford, as it were, con- 
vincing proofs of tried bravery, rare disinterestedness, hardy intrepidity and 
restless activity. They acquaint us with the noble warrior, who not only 
understood high duties himself but knew how to inspire others with true 
magnanimity. It is therefore as a second nature, to the numismatist, when he 
meets with one of these stege Pieces, to learn all he can of the commander 
whose iron energy was either aroused with brilliant success, or only broken by 
terrible calamity. These coins have, indeed, a very rude stamp and only a 
nominal value, the date is often wanting and perhaps only the name in initials, 
but how many objects there are which in themselves have no zsthetical worth, 
which, nevertheless, are regarded with respect because they lead to many ideas 
and discoveries. How is good taste profited by regarding an Egyptian 
antique? How frightful appears the cat’s head upon a colossal female figure, 
and the thousand caricatures ; but their important significations invest them 
with value, and the world is grateful to those who devote their lives to these 
investigations. The human mind requires certain definite data, as these are 
the steps already mentioned which lead our thoughts to invisible things. Coins 
likewise perform this office—to certify dates and epochs ; without which verifi- 
cation, history (as the late Adam Muller justly remarks) is merely a narrative 
which gains no firm footing in the memory. * * * It is also necessary to 
collect these coins of cities, because without them important gaps must result 
in the series of the first elected rulers of the fairest lands in Europe. This 
difficulty seems to have been already much felt by the Italian writers who 
treat of the coins of the middle ages. 

Since, then, the coins of cities have assumed such an important place in 
modern Numismatics, no student will probably overlook the merit of the author 
who, with uninterrupted toil and at great expense, has endeavored to collect 
this kind of coin, no less than those mentioned in the preceding volumes, and 
with great diligence has accurately explained them, and after a labor of many 
years has offered to the learned world the result of his efforts, accompanied by 
many engravings of the rarest and hitherto unknown coins. His copious 
“ Repertorium,” contained in four volumes of seven divisions, will obtain the 
thanks of the scholar, as he here finds collected what is scattered over many 
volumes, often difficult to be obtained; and he will also find new and unknown 
coins on almost every page. If hereafter, in the course of years, a genius 
shall appear on the arena of life, who will introduce order and systematic 
arrangement into this chaos,—such a work as that for which all civilized 
nations justly admire and respect our immortal Eckhel,—then will the man 
who undertakes this herculean task acknowledge that in Joseph Appel’s works 
he found the richest sources and the best initiation. 


Vienna, April 7, 1830. Dr. Jos. SALES FRANK. 





THE fact that our small nickel and copper coinage is very scarce in California, was recently explained 
by a statement that large quantities of three and five-cent pieces are annually melted down for the 
purpose of manufacturing trunk nails. 


THE Paris Mint has just coined ten thousand francs’ worth of centimes, which were immediately put 
in circulation. That is perhaps the smallest coin in value used, being less than the tenth part of a penny. 


In the Royal Mint at London, great care is taken of the ‘‘ sweepings” of the various rooms and 
offices. Last year the amount of gold rescued from these sweepings realized more than $11.476. 
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INDIAN WAR MEDAL OF NEW JERSEY. 


Tue following is found in the Boston Mews Letter for September 28, 1758: 


“In an Act of the General Assembly of the Province of New Jersey, 
passed the 12th of last Month at Burlington, we find the following remarkable 
Paragraph, which we think can’t be disagreeable to our Readers to insert here, 
as it must please every true Lover of his Country. 

§ XXI. Anp Whereas it’s not only strictly just, but highly prudent, to 
reward and encourage such Acts of Martial Bravery, as have a Tendency to 
distress the Enemy and defend ourselves; And whereas it is credibly reported, 
that one John Van Tile, a Serjeant in The Pay of this Colony, with a Party 
of nine more under his Command, have lately exerted themselves against 
the common Enemy upon the Frontiers of this Colony, in a signal Manner ; 
and that a Lad aged about 17 Years, sirnamed Titfort, when pursued by the 
Enemy, shot one of them, and secured his Retreat from the imminent Danger 
with which he was threatned, losing his Gun: Therefore, as a just Reward 
to the above Persons, and to excite others to imitate their heroic Example, Be 
it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That * * * (the Paymaster) 
shall also procure for, and present the said John Van Tile, and the said Lad, 
sirnamed Titfort, with a Silver Medal each, of the Size of a Dollar, whereon 
shall be inscribed the Bust or Figure of an Indian prostrate at the Feet of the 
said Van Tile and Lad aforesaid, importing their Victory over them, and to 
commemorate their Bravery, and their Country's Gratitude on the Occasion. 
Which Medals the said Van Tile and Lad aforesaid, shall or may wear in 
View, at all such publick Occasions which they may happen to attend, to 
excite an Emulation, and kindle a martial Fire in the Breast of the Spectators, 
so truly essential in this Time of general War. 





THE MUNZ CABINET. 


Tue history of the fortunes of the Munz Cabinet of Berlin, given in the 
preface to a new and admirable catalogue of coins and medals prepared by Dr. 
Friedlander, under the auspices of the Royal Museum, is a singularly exact 
reflection of the history of Prussia herself. Dr. Friedlander informs us that 
the coin cabinet of Berlin is the oldest part of the museum, dating at all events 
from the reign of the great Elector, George William, in the middle of the 
seventeenth century. Twice since it has been enriched by the addition of 
other State Cabinets, that of the Elector Palatine in 1685, and that of the Mar- 
graves of Brandenburg-Ansbachin 1791. Thrice has it been carried away from 
Berlin for safety. In 1745 it was hastily sent to Stettin, in 1757 to Magde- 
burg, when Berlin was threatened by the enemies of the great Frederick. 
After Jena, its peril, as might have been expected, was greater still. Henry 
and Sestini were at the time its guardians, and they received imperative orders 
to pack it up at once, and remove it to a place of safety. Henry was not a 
man to loiter; he summoned all the members of his own family and that of 
Buttmann ; and so vigorously did the work proceed that in two days they 
were safely wrapped up, each in a separate piece of paper, ten thousand of the 
most valuable coins, and five thousand gems. With these Henry made his 
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escape to Stettin; and he was no sooner gone than the soldiers of Napoleon 
entered Berlin, and carried off to Paris, according to their detestable custom, 
all that had been left behind. But peace has its perils as well as war. Long 
previously Frederick William the First had selected a large number of modern 
gold coins, and sent them to the melting pot, and some of his attendants had 
committed systematic robbery from the cabinet, for which, being detected, 
they paid the penalty of a death accompanied by every possible ignominy. 
Frederick William seems to have considered that their offence lay not so much 
in theft as in the breach of personal loyalty toward himself, and the people of 
Berlin seem to have acquiesced in this view of the matter. But since Jena 
custodians have become more cautious, and Berlin has learned how to keep 
the enemy at a distance ; its museums have flourished in peace, making acqui- 
sitions, especially since 1870, faster than any others in Europe. There are 
now at Berlin more than sixty thousand Greek and Roman coins, so that the 
collection approaches even the unrivalled ones of the Louvre and the British 
Museum, in quantity if not in quality. 

The usual order for the arrangement of Greek coins is geographical. The 
best order, in the abstract, is clearly the chronological. But in the case of this 
exhibition of coins, everything is postponed to the convenience of the student 
of art. The Greek coins are divided into five large classes, those of Hellas 
and Asia Minor, of Macedon and Thrace, of Sicily and Magna Grecia, of 
Persia and the East, and finally, of coins struck under the Roman Emperors 
in Greece. In each class but the last, the art of coining is traced from its first 
rise, through the archaic and finest periods of art, fairly into the decline. Dr. 
Friedlander holds a very high opinion of the artistic merits of Greek coins. 
They are, he remarks, if not the most ambitious, yet the most genuine and 
trustworthy testimonials left us by Hellas. Our statues and bas-reliefs are too 
often the work of incompetent Roman copyists, but coins are at once abundant 
and satisfactory. Whatever a Greek did at all, he did well; nor did it occur 
to him that the use of coins superseded all necessity for beauty.—London 
Atheneum. 





A NEW MONETARY UNIT. 


A note in Helps’s “ Biography of Thomas Brassey,” suggests a new 
monetary unit. It is the 100-real piece of Spain. The writer of the note, who 
was one of Mr. Brassey's agents in the construction of Spanish railways, says 
that the 100-real piece with its present sub-divisions, would circulate in Spain, 
Cuba, and nearly all South America; that it would be worth just 250 pence, 
or 1000 farthings, in Great Britain, and so in the whole British Empire ; that it 
would pass in Austria as 123 silver florins ; that it would just equal twenty-six 
francs in France, Switzerland, Belgium and Italy ; and that it would circulate 
in the United States, in Mexico, in parts of South America, and in Portugal 
and China as five dollars. ‘These figures are a little inaccurate, inasmuch as 
1000 English farthings are worth about $5.04 in American gold. At the same 
time the 100-real piece seems to be nearer the ideal unit than any other coin 
yet proposed. The suggestion of its adoption is worthy of consideration by 


persons interested in monetary reform. 
VOL. 10, 3 
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LOCAL CENTENNIAL MEDALS. 


A NuMBER of “Centennial Medals” have been struck to commemorate 
historical events at the opening of the Revolution, in various localities. One 
of the first was that for the ‘‘ Lexington Centennial,” of which the above cut is 
a representation. The obverse represents the seal of the town of Lexington, 
which is, in fact, a condensed history of the town —the minute man of 1775 
being the prominent figure in the shield, and the device encircling it being 
the memorable utterance of Samuel Adams, “ What a glorious morning for 
America!”” The die was cut by Mr. Henry Mitchell of Boston, and the 
medals were struck at the Philadelphia Mint. Prices in the different metals : 
gold, to order, $30 zx coin; silver, to order, $3 22 coin; bronze, $1 in currency. 
Orders for these medals may be sent to the Rev. Edward G. Porter, Centennial 
Committee, Lexington, Mass. 

The first impression of the medal struck at the Philadelphia Mint to 
commemorate the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, has been 
received in Washington. In size and value it is equal to the half-dollar pieces. 
Its execution and finish are said to be creditable. On one side is a hornet’s 
nest, which is typical of the announcement by the king’s officers that Meck- 
lenburg was a hornet’s nest of rebels. On the same side is also a liberty cap, 
surrounded by the rays of the rising sun. Beneath are two clasped hands, 
which are typical of the united North and South at the close of the last war. 
On the reverse side, within a circle, are the inscriptions : ‘“ May 20, 1775 and 
May 20, 1875 — Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence.” Two thousand 
silver medals have been ordered by the Executive Committee of the Centen- 
nial Celebration, and a large number of copper impressions. 


TWENTY-CENT SILVER PIECES. 


Tue design for the twenty-cent silver piece authorized by the last 
Congress has been decided upon, and the mint is now striking the coin. 
The obverse contains a sitting figure of Liberty, with the word “ Liberty” 
inscribed on the shield, the whole surrounded by thirteen stars, and beneath 
the figure the date “1875.” On the reverse, the figure of an eagle, sur- 
rounded by the inscription, “‘ United States of America,’ and beneath the 
eagle the words ‘Twenty Cents.” Size 14. The edge or periphery of the 
coin is perfectly smooth, in order to distinguish it from the twenty-five-cent 
coin, which bears a reeded or fluted edge. The new coin is mainly intended 
for circulation in the Pacific coast States, where the need of such a coin has 
long been felt in making change. 
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U. S. FIVE CENT PIECES OF 1866. 


1. Obv. Shield, &c. ; close date. Rev. 5 in a circle of stars and rays. This is the regular 
coinage of the year. 
. Same obv. Rev. 5 ina circle of stars only, as adopted in 1867. 
3. Same obv. Rev. 5 in a close wreath of olive. 
4. Similar obv., with divided date. Rev. As 1. 
5. Same obv. Rev. As 3. 
6. Same obv. Rev. 5 in a very peculiar loose wreath of olive. 
7 
8 


Nn 


. Obv. Head of Washington ; unirep stares oF AMERICA. Rev. 5 CENTS in a wreath of 


. Obv. Head of Washington ; in Gop we Trust. Rev. As 1. 
g. Same obv. Rev. As 3. 
10. Same obv. Rev. As 6. 
11. Obv. Head of Washington ; Gop anp our country. Rev. As 6. 
12. Obv. of 1 muled with rev. of 7, reading, 1v Gop we TRUsT, on both sides. 


How near does this come to a complete list of these pieces? And how 
many more are there? From the number of obverses and reverses it is 
possible that there are more than twice this number, and what others were 
struck? The catalogue of the “ Fewsmith Cabinet” has a long list of these 
pieces, but it is very incomprehensible without them before one. Any help 
in this matter will be gratefully received. W. S. A. 





MEDAL OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


Turoucu the courtesy of Mr. Daniel Ravenel, we have been shown a 
medal of the Agricultural Society of South Carolina. This medal is exceed- 
ingly rare, and many members of the Society believed in the existence of 
such a medal only, but had never seen it. On its obverse around the medal 
are the words, “ Agricultural Society of South Carolina,” ‘“ Founded August 
24, 1785," and in the centre a cotton plant and a sheaf of rice. On its 
reverse are the words “ Charleston, awarded to” “ James Dunlap for the best 
bull, 1843 ;” the name of the party, the article for which the award was made, 
and the year, are engraved. The obverse is in fine condition, but the reverse, 
we regret to say, has been much scratched over, apparently endeavoring to 
erase the name. We would mention the fact that Mr. Ravenel is much 
interested in collecting coins and medals, and his collection is quite an 
interesting one.—ews G Courier, Charleston, S. C. 





FRENCH MEDAL, “SIEGE OF PARIS.” 


Tue Director of the Paris Mint has just received from the engraver, 
M. Chaplain, the medal commemorative of the siege of Paris. On the face 
is represented the city besieged, personified by a female figure of tall stature, 
in a military overcoat, standing erect with a musket in her hands, and leaning 
against a fortification; a piece of cannon is lying at her feet, and in the 
distance may be seen, on the one side Mont Valerien, and on the other the 
principal public buildings of the capital. On the reverse, the artist has 
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reproduced the commemorative monument of Champigny, and around it has 
inscribed the dates of the five combats fought in the neighborhood of Paris— 
Chatillon, 19th September; L’Haye, 30th; Le Bourget, 28th and 29th Octo- 
ber; Champigny, 2d December; and Buzenval, 19th January. Above are 
inscribed the words, “‘ Siege de Paris, 1870-1871.” 





TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


March 5. A MONTHLY meeting was held this day. The Secretary read 
the report of the last meeting, which was accepted. The President announced 
the death of the Hon. Thomas H. Wynne of Richmond, Va., a corresponding 
member. Mr. Parmelee exhibited two fine cents of 1806, a pattern five-cent 
piece of 1865, another of 1871, and three dollars, 1870 in copper, and 1871 in 
copper and aluminium, each with obverse of commercial dollar, and reverse of 
the dollar from 1840; these last may be called spurious issues of the Mint. 
Mr. Crosby showed a collection of ten small Washington mourning medals, 
all differing either in design or metal. Mr. Child exhibited a selection from 
the coins and medals belonging to the estate of the late Dr. N. B. Shurtleff, 
now in the hands of Mr. Child for sale; among them were some rare and 
desirable pieces. The Secretary showed a battered pewter medal, with 
obverse of an eagle, and reverse with inscription JOHN QUINCY ADAMS PRESI- 
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1828. The Society adjourned just 


before 5 P. M. 


April 2. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read 
the report of the last meeting, which was accepted, also letters from Mr. 
Isaac I. Wood of New York, accompanying donations of various medals 
issued by him, for which the thanks of the Society were voted. The Presi- 
dent communicated a donation from Mr. J. E. Bidwell of Middletown, Conn., 
of a German book on numismatics. He also exhibited two medals belonging 
to Mr. Henry S. Adams of the Society, viz. the large Washington mourning 
medal by Perkins, and a small oval medal on the same event, described as 
follows : Obv. GEN. GEO. WASHINGTON BORN VIRGINIA. F. II. 1732 ; head of 
Washington in a wreath. Rev. G. A. ARM. 75. R. '83. P. U. S. A. 87. R. 96. G. 
A. R. U.S. '98.; 1799; a female representing America weeping and leaning on 
an urn, on the base of which is @. W. The latter medal was new to all the 
members who were present. Mr. Parmelee showed very fine cents of 1801, 
1802, 1804, 1807, 1820, and a set of dollar, half, quarter, ten, five and three 
cents of 1870 in copper and aluminium, with a newly-designed head and the 
regular reverse ; they may be classed with the pieces exhibited in March as 
spurious issues of the Mint. Mr. Crosby exhibited the very rare piece in poor 
condition, combining the CONFEDERATIO with U. S. LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA 1785. 
Mr. Creamer showed the rare half-eagle of 1815 in only moderately good 
condition. The Secretary read the following short paper on the events 
concerning the Florida piece of 1817, exhibited by Mr. Holland in February : 
“Gen. Sir Gregor McGregor, whose name is on the medal, was a Scotchman, 
born about 1780, who would in the middle ages have been called a Soldier of 
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Fortune, or in recent times a Filibuster. He had fought in Spain and Portugal, 
and received an Order from the King of Portugal. He afterwards served 
some time with the patriot armies of South America, partly under Bolivar, 
and then farther North. With about fourteen hundred men he landed 24th 
June, 1817, on Amelia island, off the N. E. coast of Florida, immediately south 
of St. Mary’s River, the boundary from Georgia, then the limit of the United 
States. Fernandina, the principal city on the island, surrendered 30th June. 
In consequence of dissensions, McGregor abandoned the forces 5th September. 
His successor surrendered to U. S. troops 22d December. The President 
communicated to Congress a long series of papers concerning the affair, which 
was of diplomatic importance, in consequence of the invasion of Spanish soil 
by U. S. soldiers.” The Society adjourned shortly before 5 P. M. 


May 7. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the 
report of the last meeting, which was accepted; also a letter from Mr. 
George W. Cram, accompanying a medal of Washington, which he thought to 
be by Perkins, but which is really by Davis of Birmingham, England, and 
another from Mr. D. Prosky, enclosing a rubbing of a coin of 5 centesimi of 
the Republic of San Marino. Mr. Holland exhibited an impression in silver 
of the large Centennial Medal, and the curious medal on the peace of 1783, 
with ins. FELICITAS BRITANNIA ET AMERICA; the only other impression known 
is in the collection of the Secretary. Mr. Creamer showed a fine cent of 1795, 
and a particularly perfect one of 1807, the die altered from 1806. Mr. Root 
exhibited a beautiful half-dollar of 1796 with fifteen stars, and fine cents of 
1793 Ameri, 1793 wreath, 1794, 1795, 1819, and 1821. The Secretary 
showed a sheet containing rubbings from the originals of the ten half-dollars 
of 1838, being those mentioned in his inquiry in the Journal of Numismatics 
for April, and to be more fully described in the number for July ; it was 
prepared by Mr. Robert C. Davis of Philadelphia, The Secretary also 
exhibited a morocco case of two bronze medals, which was found in the 
rooms of Napoleon III. in the Tuileries after the flight of the empress; one 
of them was designed as a prize-medal for the Exposition of 1867, and was 
particularly admired; it has the head of the emperor's son, with ins. NAPOLEON 
EUGENE LOUIS PRINCE IMPERIAL; the reverse represents imperial France dis- 
tributing wreaths to the various nations of the world, with ins. ExPosITION 
UNIVERSELLE PARIS MDCCCLXVII. The meeting was a very interesting 
one, and much discussion took place, especially concerning American coins 
and the abuses of the United States Mint. The Society adjourned at 5 P. M. 

Wms. S. AppLeton, Secretary. 





NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


A sTATED meeting of this Society was held May 6, 1875. The chair 
was occupied by the Hon. Eli K. Price. Commodore George Henry Preble, 
Commandant of the Navy Yard, a corresponding member of the Society, was 
introduced by Mr. Hart. A number of valuable donations were made to the 
library and cabinet. Mr. Duane exhibited a parchment lease, given in 1734 
by Benjamin and Deborah Franklin to her mother, Mrs. Read, for a house on 
Market Street, for the term of ninety-nine years, or so long as she may live, 
at the annual rent of one peppercorn a year. Dr. Brinton read a communica- 
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tion from Dr. A. J. Comfort, of the United States Army, stationed at Fort 
Sully, Dacotah Territory, covering a very interesting contribution to the 
Society’s collections, consisting of a specimen of the pictural writing of the 
North American Indians, it being a history of the Sioux tribe from 1800 to 
1873. This is a very important document, and a vote of thanks to the donor 
was passed unanimously, while the draft was ordered to be framed. Mr. 
Charles Henry Hart, the historiographer of the Society, announced the death 
of the Baron Frederick de Waldeck, an honorary member of the Society, 
who died at Paris, April 30th, in his one hundred and tenth year, and stated 
that at a future meeting he would read a memoir of his very eventful life. 
The attention of the Society was called to a circular which had been issued in 
this city, whereupon it was resolved that—A circular emanating from a source 
purporting to be ‘“ The American Association of Numismatists,” dated Phila- 
delphia, January, 1875, offering coins for sale, has no connection whatever 
with the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia. 


\ 


| 
i 





SALE OF COINS. 


A miscellaneous collection of Medals and Coins were sold by Bangs, 
Merwin & Co., New York, May 7th, 1875. We give the prices of the most 
desirable pieces. 


Massachusetts half cent, fine, $3.00; 1856 dollar, proof, $11.50; proof sets, 1859, 1862, 1863, 1864, 
1865, 1867, 1868, $4.00 to $4.75 each; 1838, half dollar, ‘‘ Gobrecht’s Head of Liberty,” $7.50; 1856 
nickel cent, proof, $3.25 ; another, $4.50; 1858, four pattern Indian head cents, $8.50; 1850 half-dollars, 
Obv. Liberty seated, three pieces, in copper, $18.00; 1864, quarter-dollar, pattern, $12.50; 1865, dollar, 
half and quarter, ‘‘ only ten sets,” $37.50; 1866, pattern 5 cent piece, head of Washington, $2.75; 
another different rev. $2.75; 1867, pattern 5 cents, $1.00; Mary and Henry Darnley dollar, $6.00; Set of 
new Siamese coins, six pieces, $9.50; 1782, Peace medal, Fame seated onacloud, &c. Rev. A pyramid, 
&c., size 29, $13.00; another, size 22, $4.25; Store card, E. R. Russell, $16.00; another, Woodgate & 
Co., silver, $25.00; 1794, dollar, $66.50; 1872, pattern, ‘‘ Commercial Dollar,” ‘ o#ly six,” $125.00. 


The Catalogue, by Edward Cogan, contained five hundred and seven- 
teen lots. 





BRACTE. 
See page 11, of this number. 


‘* Bracteee ” (5th S. iii. 119.) —‘‘ Bractee ” are not ‘‘coins” at all, but thin circular plates 
of metal, made each with a little loop for suspension as personal ornaments, like ‘‘ orders,” 
‘*charms,” ‘‘ keepsakes,” &c. They date from the fourth and fifth centuries to medizval times, 
and bear runic inscriptions, and very fantastic devices, some being founded on coin-types. Some 
appear to have been given to children on cutting their first teeth, and bear such legends as ‘‘ luck 
to my child,” &c. See Stephen’s Runic Monuments, p, xxxiv., and many representations of 
‘* bractez ” in the same great work. 

Hatfield Hall, Durham | England). 


Notes and Queries, No. 66, April, 1875, p. 275. fe TB 





AN ENGLISH TOKEN OF 1811. 


Dr. Rosert Morris of La Grange, Kentucky, communicates to us a description of an 
English copper token of 1811, which he is of opinion is unique among American collectors. It 
is of the size of an exaggerated penny piece. Weight in grains 660. The obverse has the dull 
heavy face of George III. taken from a point of view singularly unprepossessing ; the idiotic nose 
and forehead displayed so prominently as to be almost a caricature. The inscription is ‘‘ One 
pound note for 120 tokens 1811.” The reverse presents a broad two-story building of an archi- 
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tecture quite drzarre, the steeple in the centre being surmounted by a figure out of all proportion 
with the ears and general aspect of a raddi/. The inscription is, ‘‘ Payable by Rushbury & Woolley. 
Bilston.” The general workmanship of the coin is respectable. A circle of dots surrounds each 
side, and there is a moderately raised rim. Estimating the pound sterling at $4.84 in 1811, the 
value of 120 of these tokens would average a trifle over four cents each. But the Bank of England 
had suspended specie payment at that time, and the value of specie (even of copper money) may 
have appreciated. Will the correspondents of the Yourna/ tell us something of this piece ? 





NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Editors of the Fournal of Numismatics : 
TueE enclosed rubbings are from two coins dug up near the site of the old fort in this place. 


They are valued as souvenirs of the ‘‘ French and Indian” war. Some account of them is desired. 
Fort Edward, N. F¥. Ss. W. 


We give the following reply to the above from our correspondent r. s.—£Zds. 

Christian II., Elector of Saxony, born 1583, Elector 1591, died 1611, was under the guar- 
dianship of Frederick William of Altenburg until 1601. 

Obverse. CHRISTIAN, Il. D. G. SA: ROM: IMP : ARCHIMAR: ET ELEC. [followed by an imperial 
globe with cross as an emblem of imperial power, ] all within two circular lines. Bust in armor, 
from the right hand side with sword in the right hand, and in the left an open helmet with 
plumes (?) Hair short and pointed beard. At the sides of the head 16-04. Beneath, the electo- 
ral arms. Reverse. JOHAN: GEORG: ET AVGVST. FR: ET DvC:s:S xx. In the centre, within a 
circle, two half length likenesses of youths, in armor, hair short, facing each other. Surrounded 
by shields with the arms of Saxony, Thuringia, &c., &c., &c. 

Translation of legends,—Obv. Christian II. by the grace of God, Archmarshal and Elector 
of the Holy Roman Empire. Rev. John George and Augustus brothers and Dukes of Saxony, * * * 

Appel’s Repertorium, Vol. 2, p. 269. 

I have not had time to read up the History of Saxony to investigate why Christian I] was 
under guardianship, and his brothers associated with him as Dukes of Saxony. 

Cosmo III., Grand Duke of Tuscany, born 1642, succeeded to the dukedom, 1670, died 
1723. Obverse. COSMVS. III. D. G. MAG. DVX. ETRVR. VI. Bust from the right hand side with long 
hair in ringlets and the Tuscan crown. In armor. Below 1692. Reverse of this coin is doubtful. 
One coin is described as having two castles in the sea, surmounted by a flag, but has a different 
legend. ‘Translation. Cosmo III. by the grace of God, Grand Duke of Tuscany. VI. probably 
signifies Sixth Duke of Tuscany. R. S. 

Appel’s Repertorium, Vol. 4, p. 307. 


Editors of the Fournal of Numismatics : 

In Volume IX. of your Journal, page 21, mention is made of a small ‘‘ Zwingle Medal.” 
Having this one, I would also describe another in my collection, as follows. Obv. Head to right, 
legend, ‘‘ Magister Huldricus Zwingli.” Rev. inten lines. ‘‘ Luce | Evangeé@ti | III. Saeculi | 
Pure | Conservata | Vota Publica | Christo | Decreta | Tig: Cal: Jan: | 1819. Silver. Size 24. 
This may interest some of your readers. ans 

Springfield, Mass., April 8, 1875. 





Editors of the Fournal of Numismatics : 

I HAVE in my collection a medal of the following description : can you or the readers of your 
Fournal give me any information as to its origin? I have never seen a similar one, but learn that 
one of the same description appeared in one of Mr. Woodward’s sales of 1863 or 1864, and 
was described as one of the rarest medals in the catalogue, White metal. * 


* Bangs, Merwin & Co., April 28th, agth, 30, and May rst, 1853, page 93, lot 2172.—[Eps. 
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Obv. ‘‘ National Jubilee.” above which is an eagle with wings expanded, standing upon a 
shield, surrounded with implements of war and agriculture ; above the eagle is an eye, from 
which issue rays; and above all are thirteen stars, occupying nearly one half of the outer circle. 
In exergue, a date which has been erased, leaving it imperfectly defined, but which would seem to 
be 1826. Rev. * Declaration of Independence: Signed July 4 : 1776° around the outer edge ; 
within in seven lines: ‘‘For the support of this we pledge to each other our lives our fortunes 
& oursacred honour” Bronze, gilded, and in very fine condition, but neatly pierced, Size 24}. 

I obtained the above medal several years since of an old gentleman, in whose possession it 
had been an indefinite time, who found it among a lot of ‘‘odds and ends” of old coins and 
medals in New York. Any information upon its history will be thankfully received. F. M. F. 

Syracuse, N. ¥., April 20, 1875. 





EDITORIAL. 


THE beginning of a new volume is a favorable time to subscribe. We should be very much obliged 
to our friends if they would aid us in enlarging our subscription list. It is known to most if not all of our 
subscribers, that the Yournal of Numismatics is not designed to be a money making affair, and never 
has been, the editors themselves paying the subscription price. From the nature of the case the demand 
for a magazine devoted to a specialty like ours must be small, and if any of our friends can assist us by 
sending the names of new subscribers we should appreciate the favor. 

Tue Eleventh and last number (a double number) of Mr. Crosby's ‘* Early Coins of America,” is 
finally completed. We shall take an early opportunity to notice this valuable contribution to American 
Numismatics. 

Tue Government is said to have recently purchased a large amount of silver bullion at very 
favorable rates, and the authorities at the United States Mint are sanguine in their belief that the 
approaching autumn will see a very general use of silver as a circulating medium, and a corresponding 
reduction in the volume of the filthy paper currency. 

AxsouTt 1856-7 Mr. A. F. Walcott of Salem, Mass., a young collector of coins, was presented with 
a bag of ‘ bright cents ” by a relative, Mr. William Pickman of that city. They had been laid away for 
very many years — quite forgotten—and when found were as bright as the day they were coined. Of 
the Mint series there were those of 1795, 1796, 1797, and 1798, a number of half-cents of 1797, 1798, and 
1803, also a few Masssachusetts /ndian cents. Mr. Walcott exchanged them with various collectors and 
at the Mint, where they were looked upon with suspicion and inquiries made as to where they came from, 
&c., &c. We remember that several collectors looked upon them doubtingly, thinking that some expert 
had been making them. The prices paid for some of these pieces at the present time would astonish our 
friend if he were in this part of the world. 


A DANGEROUS issue of counterfeit 5 cent nickels of 1874 and 5 has been largely distributed in New 
York city. The lettering in the motto, /x God we trust, is very poorly executed. 





CURRENCY. 
Corns are the sinews of war. 
A FULL purse never lacks friends. 
PREFERRED creditors—Those who don’t dun. 
THE current coin of life is plain common sense. 
How to make money go far—Give it to foreign missions. 
Corns—‘‘ These irrefragable muniments of history.”—Savage. 
STEALING pennies from a dead man’s eyes is the synonyme of utter meanness. 
THE species most wanted to settle the country’s financial matters—Gold and silver. 
An Arab’s blessing—*‘ An extra awning for your tent and an abundance of Shekels.” 
OnE curious thing about gold—The frequency with which it is Aneaded for daily bread. 
VERMONT does a large business on a small capital. P. S. The capital of Vermont is a “* V.” 
GIvE a man a hobby, a favorite recreation however trivial, and it will do much to prevent him from 
lapsing into dissipation and vice.—Car/ Schurz. 
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